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Welcome 
Deputy Commissioner Spencer Moore 



DDS Facilities Update 

 

New Customer Service 
Centers coming to: 

 

o Cobb (2) 

o Paulding 

o Fayetteville  

o Sandy Springs 

o Atlanta 

 

  

Cobb CSCs 
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Remarks 
RCD Director Kecia Bivins 

 



DDS Stats 

• Over 7.1 million drivers 

 

• 329,880 valid CDLs 

 

• 9 State CDL Sites 

 

• 83 State CDL Examiners 

 

 

Regulate: 

• 13 CDL Schools 

 

• 90 CDL Instructors 

 

• 85 CDL Third Party 
Testing Sites 

 

• 139 Third Party 
Examiners 
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Questions 



 

 

 

Expansion of Savannah Port 
GDOT Waterways Program Manager 

C.R. Jackson 



Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 
SHEP 

Presentation to the  

CDL Forum  

 

 Claude R. Jackson, P.E. 

Waterways Program Manager 

April 22, 2015 



The Port of Savannah Facts 

‐ 4th largest container port in the United States 

‐ Largest single terminal operation in North America 

‐ Fastest growing container port in the Nation over the last 10 years 

- FY 2014 was a Record Setting Year moving  29 million tons of cargo and  

  3.3  million TEU’s 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



44% of the U.S. is 
served by Georgia's 
Deepwater Ports 

Savannah 

Brunswick 

44% 



SHEP Facts 

• Deepen Savannah Harbor from 42’ to 47’ 

• Benefit to Cost Ratio of 5.5 to 1 

• $174 M in annual net benefits from gained 

transportation efficiencies 

• Estimated cost of Construction $706 M  

• State of Georgia has committed $266 M 

• SHEP officially began Construction in January 2015 

• Construction to take about  5 years to complete 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 

Panama Canal Expansion 

Anticipated completion in 2016 



    Project Goals 
• Improve the efficiency of moving goods through Savannah Harbor 

•  Reduce tidal constraints 

•  Avoid, minimize, and mitigate impacts to maximum practicable 

extent 

 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 

4,600  TEUs 8,200 TEUs 



 

• March 18, 2015 – The Largest Ship  

     ever to call on the Port of Savannah,  

      the ZIM Tianjin docked at the Garden 

       City Terminal 

• 10,000 TEU Vessel  

• 1,145’ Long, 150’ wide   

• China to US East Cost via Suez Canal     

              

 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 

http://wsav.images.worldnow.com/images/7172566_G.jpg


SHEP has been a long time coming… 

1994 –Construction completed to deepen channel to its current depth of -42 ft. 

1996 –Reconnaissance Report by the USACE recommended study for deepening 

1998 –Feasibility Study and Environmental Impact Statement completed.   

1999 –Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) authorized project, but project stalled 

            for years due to a funding cap in WRDA 

2012 - USACE Record of Decision signed 

2014 – Water Resources Reform and Development Act (WRRDA) of 2014  

               

             Overwhelmingly Passed by Congress 

               

             Signed into law by President Obama  

             on June 10, 2014 

 

 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



The SHEP Players and their Roles 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is the lead federal agency for this project.  All 

Contracts will be Let and Administered by USACE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Georgia Ports Authority and Georgia Department of Transportation are the 

non-federal co-Sponsors  

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Signing of the Project Partnership Agreement (PPA)  

October 8, 2014 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 





$35M 

$500K Design                         RTA $50M 

$500K Design                         RTA $20M 

RAW WATER  IMPOUNDMENT (365 DAYS, 

LPTA, CD) 
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CSS GEORGIA IRONCLAD RECOVERY WITH NAVY (730 DAYS, PD) 

ENTRANCE CHANNEL DREDGING  (1201 DAYS, RFP PPT, OP/CD) 

14A DIKE RAISING (365 DAYS, LPTA, OP) 

$800K Design                       RTA $200M          -              

MCCOY'S CUT WORK (510 DAYS, CD/OP) 

SEDIMENT BASIN WORK (810 DAYS, CD/OP) 

$100K P&S REVIEWS BCOE RTA $20M 

NAVIGATION AIDS (USCG) $5M 

STRIPED BASS PAYMENT TO GA DNR 

(PD) 

5 

1

0 

1 
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As of  Mar 2015 

 

KEY START MILESTONES 

PRE-AWARD ACTIONS 

IDIQ TASK ORDERS 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 

OTHER 

FEATURE START/FINISH 

FLEXIBILITY 

CRITICAL PATH 

FY 2016 FY 2015 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 

Upstream Plant 

DIVERSION STRUCTURE (150 

DAYS) 

RESTORE MARSH AT 1S (540 DAYS, OP/CD) 

Verify Downstream DO Operation 

(EN) 

$100M 

$30M 

$75M 

$5M 

Downstream Plant 

FY 2020 

$15M 

DISSOLVED OXYGEN SYSTEMS (PLANT MC & HUTCHINSON ISLAND, 450 DAYS EACH 

, PPT, CD) 

CONSTRUCT FISH PASSAGE AT NSBL&D (700 DAYS, PPT, CD) 

$3M 

ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT (PD)  Coordination           Design         

$20M 

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING (PD)  

RAISE DIKES (600 DAYS, LPTA, OP) $300K IN-HOUSE P&S REVIEWS BCOE RTA $7M 

$20M     REAL ESTATE 

      INNER HARBOR DREDGING (810 DAYS, RFP PPT, OP/CD) 



• Entrance Channel Dredging  was Advertised in September 2014 

• Proposals were received November 12, 2014 

• Contract Award and Notice to Proceed issued to Great Lakes Dredge and Dock 

on March 5, 2015  

• Contract Amount $134M  

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Removal of CSS Georgia 

• Currently no dredging is allowed within 500’ of the wreckage 

• First SHEP Construction Contract awarded to Dial Cordy & Associates in 

January 2015  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Location of CSS Georgia 

 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 

Casemates made of Railroad Iron 



Dissolved Oxygen Injection System 

• SPEECE Cones will pump oxygen into the Savannah River to replace the 
oxygen in the river lost to SHEP 

• Critical Path Feature - must pass testing prior to Inner Harbor Dredging 

• Proposals Received and Award is anticipated in May – June 2015 

• Construction to begin Summer 2015  

 

 

 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Raw Water Storage Impoundment (RWSI) 

• City of Savannah pulls water from Abercorn Creek 

• May experience High Chloride levels during High Tide / Low Flow  events 

• Construction of a 30 Acre / 97 Million Gallon Impoundment Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction – Fall  2015 

 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Fish Bypass at New Savannah Bluff Lock & Dam 

• Located South of Augusta Across the River from Bush Field 

• Will allow Atlantic and Short Nosed Sturgeon (both endangered) access to 

20 miles of historic spawning grounds  

                      Existing              Proposed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction – 2016  

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Flow Re-Routing  

 

• Divert freshwater from  

     the Front River into the  

     Middle and Back Rivers  

     for Savannah National  

     Wildlife Refuge 

 

• Closure of Rifle Cut 

 

• Construction of a Boat Ramp  

     on Hutchinson Island 

 

 

Construction - Fall 2016 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Wetland Restoration and  Preservation 

Restoration of Area 1S to Salt Marsh   2,245 Acres for USFWS 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Striped Bass Stocking 

• Georgia DNR has an active Striped Bass Stocking Program 

• SHEP has provided $3M in funding to DNR’s stocking program to mitigate 

for impacts to spawning and nursery areas 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Inner Harbor Dredging 
• Once all Mitigation Features are Completed or In Progress   

     the Inner Harbor Dredging can commence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction  - Fall 2017 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



Garden City 
Terminal 

Mason ICTF / HWY 307 
Overpass (completed) 

Grange Road Upgrade  
Exp. completion: 2016 

Brampton Road Connector  
Exp. Completion: TBD 

Savannah  
International 

Airport 

Savannah 
Megasite 

Crossroads 
Business 
Center 

Savannah River 
International 

Trade Park 

Last-Mile Projects Update 

Jimmy Deloach 
Parkway Connector 

Exp. completion: 2016 



Today we call them CDL Drivers 

 

 

 

 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



 

Questions? 

 

 

 
Claude R. Jackson, P.E. 

Waterways Program Manager 

Ph. (404) 673-9119 

Email:  clajackson@dot.ga.gov 

 

Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 



 

 

 

2015 Federal Rules 
CDL Manager Kathy Harvey 



2015 Federal Rules to implement 

• Commercial Learner’s Permit (CLP) issued for 180 
days 

• Can be renewed for an additional 180 days without 
having to re-test 

• Only endorsements allowed on a CLP permit are ‘P, ‘ 
‘S,’ and ‘N’: 

– ‘P’ endorsement requires a ‘P’ restriction – no 
passengers in CMV bus 

– ‘N’ endorsement requires a ‘X’ restriction – no 
cargo in CMV tank vehicle 
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2015 Federal Rules to implement 

• The issuance of a CLP is a precondition to the initial 
issuance of a CDL 

• The issuance of a CLP is also a precondition to the 
upgrade of a CDL if the upgrade requires a skills test 

– Changing class of Class of license 

– Adding endorsement(s) 

37 



2015 Federal Rules to implement 

• The third party tester/examiner must notify the State 
through secure electronic means (fax) when a driver 
applicant passes skills tests administered by the third 
party examiner 

38 



2015 Federal Rules implemented 

• Restrictions 

– L – no air brake equipped CMV 

– Z – no full air brake equipped CMV 

– E – no manual transmission equipped CMV 

– O – no tractor-trailer CMV 

– M – no class A passenger vehicle 

– N – no Class A and B passenger vehicle 

– K – Intrastate commerce only 

– V – medical variance 
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2015 Federal Rules to implement  

• CLP holder is not eligible to take the skills test in the 
first 14 days after initial issuance of the CLP 

• If the state receives credible information that a CLP 
or CDL holder  is suspected but has not been 
convicted of fraud, related to the issuance of his/her 
CLP or CDL, the State must require retesting of the 
skills and/or knowledge tests within 30 days 

• If a CLP or CDL holder has been convicted of fraud 
related to the issuance of that CLP or CDL, the 
application must be disqualified and they are not 
eligible to reapply for at least one year  

40 



2015 Federal Rules implemented 

• Examiner Training and Record Checks 

• Establish examiner training standards for initial and 
refresher training 

• Require knowledge and skills test examiners to 
successfully complete the formal CDL test examiner 
training and examination before certifying them to 
administer tests 

• Require state and third party test examiners to 
successfully complete a refresher training course and 
examination every four years to maintain their CDL 
examiner certification 

41 



2015 Federal Rules implemented 

• Prohibition on use of foreign language interpreters in 
the administration of the knowledge and skills test 
administration 

• Minimum age for issuance of CDL is 18 years of age 

• Before issuance the State must check the drivers 
previous driving record to ensure that the driver is 
not subject to sanctions under CFR §383.51 and 
verification of applicant’s SSN with SSA 

42 



2015 Federal Rules implemented 

– Rescind the certification to administer CDL tests of all 
examiners who do not complete the required training 
every four years 

• Complete nationwide background checks of all skills 
test examiners prior to certifying them to administer 
CDL skills tests 

• Require third party tester to initiate and maintain a 
bond in the amount of $10,000 (excludes 
governmental agencies) 

• Conduct skills test examinations of at least 10 
different applicants per calendar year 
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Questions 



 

 

 

Legislative Update 
Legislative Liaison Mike Mitchell 



HB 118 

46 

Drivers of CMV’s:  Restricting the Use of Cellular Phones 
49 CFR 383, 384, 390, 391 and 392 
Docket No. FMCSA-2010-0096 (Final Rule published December 2, 2011) 
 
Compliance required no later than January 3, 2015 
 

 Use of a hand-held mobile telephone while driving a CMV prohibited.  See 49 CFR 
§392.82(a)(1). 
 

 Per §390.5, use of a hand-held mobile telephone defined as: 

(1) Using at least one hand to hold a wireless telecommunications device to conduct a 

voice communication; 

(2) Dialing or answering a wireless telecommunications device or by pressing more than a 

single button, or 

(3) Reaching for a wireless telecommunications device in a manner that requires a driver to 

maneuver so that he or she is no longer in a seated driving position or restrained by a seat 

belt that is adjusted in accordance with the vehicle manufacturer’s instructions. 

 Does not include drivers of excepted classes of vehicles (non-CMV) in the performance of 

their duties.  

 

 Considered to be a serious commercial violation.  



HB 118 

47 

Commercial Driver’s License Testing and Commercial Learner’s Permit Standards. 
49 CFR Parts 383, 384 and 385 
Docket No. FMCSA-2007-27659 (Final Rule published May 9, 2011 and amended March 25, 2013) 

Compliance required no later than July 8, 2015.  

 CLP valid for no more than 180 days and may be renewed only once for an additional 180 days 

without the holder having to upgrade to CDL or retake the knowledge tests.  See 49 CFR 

§§383.25(c) and 383.73(a)(2)(iii). 

 

 CLP must be held a minimum of 14 days prior to holder being able to take the skills test.  See 

§383.25. 

 

 Passenger (P), school bus (S), and tank endorsements (N) are the only allowable endorsements 

on a CLP.  Tank endorsement must be accompanied by an X restriction (empty tank).  See 

§§383.25(5) and 383.73(a)(2)(iv). 

 

 Applicant applying for a CLP must be vetted through CDLIS and PDPS to ensure they are not 

prohibited by 49 CFR §383.51.  See §§383.73(a)(2)(ii) and 383.73(b)(3). 



HB 118 
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 CDL or CLP, or ability to obtain a CDL or CLP, must be disqualified for at least 60 consecutive 

days for providing false information.  See §383.73(j). 

 

 CDL or CLP holders convicted of fraud related to testing and issuance of CDL or CLP must be 

disqualified and prohibited from reapplying for at least one year.   See §§383.71 and 383.73. 

 

 CDL or CLP holders suspected but not convicted of fraud must make an appointment to retest 

within 30 days or be subject to the disqualification of his or her CDL.  Persons whose CDL or CLP 

has been disqualified must reapply in accordance with state procedures.  See §383.71 and 

383.73. 

 

 Certified CDL driver training instructors are prohibited from administering skills’ test to 

applicants they have instructed.  See 383.75(7). 

 

 Non-governmental TPT’s must have surety bond per location.  See §383.75(a)(8)(v). 

 

 Examiners who administer CDL knowledge and/or skills’ test(s) must have undergone a national 

criminal history check prior to being able to conduct such tests.   See §384.228(h). 

 

 Certified CDL examiners must attend a pass an initial training that provides examiners with a 

fundamental understanding of the objectives of the CDL testing program.  Thereafter, refresher 

training must be completed once every four years in order to retain certification.  Examiners 

that do not attend or fail the written test or practical exercise will have their certification 

revoked.  See §394.338(f). 



HB 225 

• Brings taxi services and ride-share providers, as well as their 
drivers, under the regulatory oversight of the state. 

 

•  Taxi and ride-share drivers must meet background 
requirements prescribed by statute. 

 

• Providers may conduct their own background check or opt for 
the DDS background check. 
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Questions 



 

 

 

Questions 



 

 

 

Commercial License Design Changes 
PMO Director George Theobald 



  Card Changes – Updates and Additions 

 

 

 

53 

1. Add static CLP statement “Must be accompanied by GA DL” 

2. Card name changed to “COMMERCIAL LEARNER’S PERMIT” 
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       Card Changes – Images 



Card Changes – Text Removal & Other Changes 

55 

Restriction Code Updates 

From  To 

P = Power Steering Req’d P = No Passengers in CMV Bus 

S = Power Brakes Req’d 
C = Limousine Chauffeur 

S = Power Req, Brakes or  Steering 
C = For Hire 

Must have AP or BP CDL for 14 days before obtaining C/CM CDL. For L and P 
Endorsements.  

 
CLP Term will be required to be changed to 180 days for CLP issued on or after 07/08/2015 
 

A 360 day clock will be set and “knowledge test” specific and not CLP/Customer specific 
meaning that the clock will accumulate from the first issuance of either (AP/BP) and will 
accumulate based on Knowledge Test required to hold permit 



 

 

 

Questions 



 

 

 

LUNCH 
On Your Own 

 



 

 

 

Roadside Inspection 
Lt. Brent Moore & Sgt. Ryan Renner, MCCD 



 

 

 

Third Party Testing Overview 
Steve Conway, Technical College System of GA 

Carlton Allen, GA Department of Education 



Steve Conway 
TCSG Transportation Programs Coordinator 



23 Main Colleges and Service Areas 

90 Campuses Around the State 

Training in 600 Credit Programs 

TCC, Diploma, and Degree Levels 

As well as GED and Economic Development 

61 
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Program is offered at 19 colleges over 32 
campuses 

About 7 weeks long and 9 semester 
credits 

About 2200 students trained last year 

Program is HOPE and SIWG eligible 

63 



Most training locations offer 3rd party 
testing 

TCSG’s examiner pool is around 35 

Economic Development/Continuing 
Education divisions offer other related 

training classes regularly and on demand 
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Richard Woods, Georgia’s School 

Superintendent 
“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
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 Georgia school bus passenger fatalities 

are rare 

Approximately15,000 school bus drivers 

Move one million+ students twice daily 

 4 ½ times as many daily passengers as Delta 

Airlines 

 32+ trips around the earth daily 

 Two Georgia on-board bus passenger 

highway fatalities in 31 years (1983 – 2014) 

Not counting train collisions 
68 
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2012-13 

Jordyn Doughtie 

2010-11 

James Rashawn Walker  



 Loading & unloading are VERY dangerous 

 Most bus related deaths occur here 

 13 bus stop fatalities from 2009 to 2014 

70 
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Georgia has Led the Nation 4 of Past 5 Years 

No Student Fatalities in 2014-15 
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What Grade Level? 

Elem.

Middle

High

7 
3 

3 
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Who Struck Student? 

Motorist

S. Bus

8 

5 



76 

Where in Georgia? 

Rural

Metro
8 

5 
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When? 

Morning

Afternoon
8 

5 
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 Taking ownership and increasing focus 

 Enhanced/expanded school bus driver training 

 Loading & unloading 

Training students 

 Enhanced/expanded student training 

Essential safe behaviors 

 Bus stop 

 Loading & unloading  
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0
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Stop Arm Violations/Day 
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8,102 
7,349 

6,807 
7,619 







                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TWO LANE –  

Vehicles traveling 
In both directions 

MUST STOP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DIVIDED HIGHWAY – With dirt, grass 
or barrier median – Vehicles behind 
MUST STOP.   Vehicles traveling in 

opposite direction must use caution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MULTI-LANE – Paved Across 

Vehicles traveling in both directions 
MUST STOP. 

 

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TWO LANE –  

Vehicles traveling 
In both directions 

MUST STOP. 
85 
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 DDS is a great partner to serving Georgia’s 

students! 

 17,000+ CDL school bus drivers 

 Turn around time, reduced travel and ease of 

testing 

Critical to serving Georgia’s students 

Bus driver shortages exist everywhere 

 8 DDS Customer Service Centers 

Hands-on testing for smaller counties 

 97 school system 3rd Party CDL Examiners 

Hands-on testing for large number of trainees  87 



 DDS helps protect Georgia’s 1M+ bus riders! 

 What’s the big deal? 

 Parents will get them to school if we cannot 

provide a bus & driver. 

 American School Bus Council 

 20 times safer than parent transporting 

 50 times safer than HS driving or riding with 

friends 

88 



 DDS helps to have a positive economic and 

environmental impact! 

 30M+ annual passenger trips 

Eliminate 

 692,000+ cars twice daily 

 2.5 billion annual miles 

 534 trips around earth daily 

 124.6 million annual gallons 

 Getting students on the school bus  

Fewer car trips 

 Less overall pollution 89 
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e-Skills Tablets 
Compliance Analyst Misty Lamb 
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e-Skills Tablets 

 A tablet based solution to improve grading of CDL skills test 
 Funded by a grant from FMCSA 
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e-Skills Advantages 

 Automatically populates 
 random score sheets for 
 the Examiner 

 Reduces human calculation 
 errors 
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 GPS tracking and recording 
of road test route and 
driving activity 

 
 Captures photograph of test 

 applicant 
 

 

e-Skills Advantages 
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 Deploy to DDS CDL Analysts 
 Offer to CDL TPTs  
 Transmit scores to the applicant’s driving record 
 Enhance logging and auditing of test administration   
 

Future of e-Skills 



 

 

 

Questions 



 

 

 

Troops for Trucks &  

Road Test Slots 
Special Assistant Brett Young 



Troops for Trucks 

• Military CDL Skills Test Waiver 

– From Governor’s Office of Workforce 
Development (GOWD) & Ga Department of Labor 

– Expedite the entry of veterans into civilian 
transportation employment 

• Eligible service members must have: 

– Active duty or military service members honorably 
discharged within 1 year or less 

– Active duty or military service members 
experienced operating a CMV of same class & 
type for at least 2 years preceding discharge 

 

 



Troops for Trucks 

• Military Skills Test 
Waiver 

– Signed by CO 

– Signed by Service 
Member 

• Fees Waived 

– $35 CDL App Fee 

– $20 License Fee 



Troops for Trucks 
Application Process   

• Available at the following Centers: Dalton, 
Gainesville, Thomson, Albany, Brunswick, 
Conyers, Carrollton, Warner Robins, 
Columbus, Hinesville, Valdosta, Rock Spring & 
Trenton 

• Required forms: Military skills waiver, Valid 
military license, Military ID or DD214, Medical 
certification (if required), Secure ID 
documents (see www.dds.ga.gov) 
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Troops for Trucks 
Application Process  

• Service Member must pass Knowledge Test 
(80% or better) 

• Certain restrictions may apply (based on 
waiver) 

– Air over hydraulic, No air brakes, only goose neck, 
automatic transmission 

• CDL knowledge test(s) cannot be waived.  

• Transfer of School Bus (S) and Passenger (P) 
are prohibited. 
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CDL Road Testing Slots  

• Continue to monitor skills testing reservations. 
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Questions 



 

 

 

Medical Certification 
RCD Deputy Director Tommy Grant 



Online Self Certification 

105 



My DDS Account 

106 



My DDS Account 
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Self Certification 

To complete self-certification or to determine if medical 
documentation is required, a driver must answer the following 
two (2) questions: 

1) Determine where you are driving a commercial vehicle: 

InterState – I am driving from one State to another State or 
foreign country; or between two places within a State, but the 
cargo either originated in or will travel to another State or 
foreign country. 

IntraState – I only drive within a State. The cargo on the vehicle 
originated in the state and will not leave the state. 

108 



Self Certification 

2) Determine if Medical documentation is required for purpose 
in which you operate a Commercial Motor Vehicle: 

If you drive only for one or more of the reasons listed below, you 
are EXCEPTED: 
• School bus operations 

• Transportation performed by a federal government, state or political subdivision 

• Occasional transportation of personal property (Personal use) 

• Fire truck or rescue vehicle 

• Custom farm harvesting operations 

• Private motor carrier of passengers for non-business purposes 

• Human corpse, sick or injured persons 

• 9-15 passenger van (<26,001 pounds) 

• Controlled and operated by a farmer but is not a combination vehicle (no hazardous materials) 

• Emergency delivery of propane 

• Drivers of migrant workers 

• Beekeeper in the seasonal transportation of bees 

If you drive for any other reason than those listed above, you are NON-EXCEPTED 
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Based on your answers to the 2 questions listed previously you 
will be certified into only one of the four (4) categories listed 
below: 
1. Non-excepted Interstate (NI) - I operate or expect to operate in interstate 
commerce and am required to maintain federal medical certification. 
(Medical Certificate/Card Required) 

2. Non-excepted Intrastate (NA) - I operate or expect to operate only in 
intrastate commerce and am required to meet FMCSA driver qualification 
requirements. (Medical Certificate/Card Required) 

3. Excepted Interstate (EI) - I operate or expect to operate in interstate 
commerce, but engage exclusively in operations that qualify me for exception 
from the requirement to maintain federal medical certification. 

4. Excepted Intrastate (EA) - I operate or expect to operate only in a city, 
county, state or federal vehicle only, and I am exempt from the FMCSA driver 
qualification requirements. 

 110 

Self Certification 



Commercial Driver Self Certification Form 

111 



Medical Card 
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Questions 



 

 

 

Training Opportunities 
Joshua Brader & Adam Oglesbee 

Compliance Analysts 



Training Opportunities 
CDL Instructor Class:  

Designed to familiarize instructor applicants with the Department, federal and state 

regulations, traffic law, commercial general knowledge, and new legislation 
 Instructor class implemented August 2014 

 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

 May 7th & 21st 

  June 4th & 18th  

 

State Examiner Training Class:  

Designed to teach proper methods for administration of skills testing 
 June 8th-12th 

 September 14th-18th 

 December 7th-11th 

 

Third Party Examiners/TCSG & County School Systems: 

Designed to teach proper methods for administration of skills testing 
 October 7th- 8th, 15th-16th 

 December 14th-18th 
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Training Opportunities 

Certified Commercial Examiner Class:  

Designed to familiarize Examiners with the CDL testing program, federal rules and 

regulations for administration of skills testing. Meets federal in service training 

requirements. 
 April 13th – 15th  (Third Party Examiners) 

 May 18th – 20th  (State Examiners) 

  June 22nd – 24th (State Examiners) 

 

Training Opportunities and Events Calendar 

http://www.dds.ga.gov/regulatedprograms/calendar.aspx 
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CDL Instructor Qualifications 

 21 years of age 

 Valid driver’s license 

 Proper CDL license for class being taught 

 Good moral character 

 No more than (1) suspension within (1) year prior to 
making application or (2) suspensions within (5) 
years of making application 

 Not convicted of a felony  

 Cannot be a DDS employee and/or a spouse, 
dependent, stepchild, adopted child of a DDS 
employee 
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Steps To Becoming An Instructor 

 Pass the three required tests to be an Instructor: 

 Passenger  Test – requires the individual to have 
knowledge of Georgia Traffic Law, classes of license, 
restrictions, and endorsements 

 FMCSA Test – requires the individual to have 
knowledge of federal regulations regarding: drug 
and alcohol, CDL license, general regulations, 
qualifications of drivers, and hours of service 

 CDL Test – requires the individual to have 
knowledge regarding the operation of a commercial 
motor vehicle 
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Commercial Instructor Certification 
Process 

 

 Commercial Instructor Certifications will be issued to 
instructors who have met all application requirements, 
passed a background check, and successfully passed 
the Driver Training Instructor’s exam. 

 

 The Instructor Certification is valid for four years. 

 

 Certification Cards are mailed to the school in which 
you are instructing. 
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Importance of Training 

 In calendar year 2014, there were 2,646 fatalities as a 
result of a crash involving a CMV. 

 The state of Georgia is currently ranked fifth in the 

nation in fatality accidents involving commercial 

vehicles.  

 What can we do?  

 Instruct 

 Educate 

 Practice 

 Positive role models 
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Questions 



 

 

 

Closing Remarks 
RC Director Kecia Bivins & Tommy Grant 



2015 CDL Forum 
 
 


